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SUBJECT: NEW YORK TIMES PURSUIT OP ARMY SPECIALIST ON WATERGATE 
REF: BANGKOK 1717 

1. NEW YORK TIMES REPORTER JAMES CLARITY INFORMED US FEBRUARY 1 
HE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN TO UDORN AND MAKE PURTHER 
EPPORTS CATCH SSGT JOHN BURCH OPE STATION. CABLE PROM NEW 
YORK, WHICH HE SHOWED US, SAID WASHINGTON BUREAU HAD DEVELOPED 
LEAD THAT BURCH TOLD PRIEND NAMED TIMOTHY HOOPER THAT 

"HE MADE ALTERATIONS" (PYI BY IMPLICATION IN WATERGATE 
TAPES END PYI) APPARENTLY IN JULY 1973. 

2. CLARITY TELLS US HE IS DUBIOUS IT WILL DO MUCH GOOD TO 
CHASE BURCH IN UDORN, IN LIGHT OP HIS PAST REFUSAL TO TALK. 
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CHANNEL," TO PROVIDE HIM WITH INFORMATION ON BURCH IN CASE OF 
ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH HE SEEMS TO EXPECT WITHIN NEXT FEW 
DAYS. 

3. WE HAVE TOLD TIMESMAN: 

A) IF HE WISHES TO POSE FURTHER QUESTIONS IN WRITING, 

QUESTIONS WILL BE FORWARDED TO BURCH FOR REPLY AT HIS 
DISCRETION; (REPORTER HAS SUBSEQUENTLY FURNISHED THE 
QUESTIONS LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 4); 

B) WE ARE KEEPING WASHINGTON INEORMED OF TIMES'S INTEREST 
IN SERGEANT BURCH; AND, 

C) WE HAVE NO REASON TO EXPECT ANY DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THAILAND AFFECTING SERGEANT BURCH, BUT IF HE SHOULD BE 
REASSIGNED FROM THAILAND, WE WOULD LET CLARITY KNOW. 

4. CLARITY HAS FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WHICH 

WILL BE PASSED ON TO SERGEANT BURCH THROUGH MILITARY CHANNELS; 

1. ARE YOU ACQUAINTED, TO ANY DEGREE, WITH TIMOTHY HOOPER? 

2. HAVE YOU EVER DISCUSSED THE WATERGATE SITUATION 
WITH HOOPER? 

3. DID YOU TELL HOOPER THAT YOU HAD ALTERED THE PRESIDENTIAL 
WATERGATE TAPES OR ANY OTHER TAPES RELATED TO WATERGATE? 

4. DID YOU TELL HOOPER THAT YOU KNEW WHO DID LATER OR 
TAMPER WITH THE TAPES? 

5. EXACTLY WHAT DID YOU TELL HOOPER ABOUT WATERGATE? 

6. WHEN AND WHERE HAVE YOU MET WITH HOOPER IN THE PAST 
TWO YEARS? 

7. ARE YOU PREPARED TO DENY ANY STATEMENT HOOPER MIGHT 
MAKE THAT YOU TOLD HIM ABOUT THE ALTERING OR TAMPERING 
OF THE WATERGATE TAPES? 
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8. ARE YOU PREPARED TO MAKE SUCH A DENIAL (OF ANY HOOPER 
WATERGATE ALLEGATION) UNDER OATH? 

9. DO YOU WISH TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE SPECIAL WATER- 
GATE PROSECUTOR, OR ANY OTHER OFFICIAL BODY, CONCERNING 
THE WATERGATE AFEAIR? 
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5. WE ARE INEORMED BY SERGEANT BURCH'S COMMANDER THAT AN 
INVESTIGATOR FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE QUESTIONED 
THE SERGEANT LAST FALL ABOUT WATERGATE. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
TO KNOW THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND RESULTS OF THAT QUESTIONING. 

6. COMMENT: NEW YORK TIMES OBVIOUSLY THINKS IT HAS A HOT 

LEAD ON SENSATIONAL STORY LINKING US ARMY SERGEANT TO WATERGATE. 
CLARITY SEEMS TO BE PLAYING IT STRAIGHT WITH US IN BANGKOK, 

AND WE CONSIDER MINIMUM COOPERATION WORTHWHILE TO KEEP HIM 
AWAY FROM RAMASUN RADIO RESEARCH STATION. 

KINTNER 
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